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HEAD-QUARTERS, Philadelphia, Dec. 13th, 1776. 


| SNe 
Tt HE General has heen informed that fome weak or wicked Men have malicioufly 


reported, that itis the Delign and ifh of the Officers and Men in the Continental - 


“Army, to burn and dettroy the City of Philadelphia. To icounteraét fiuuch a falic 


and fcandalous Report,’ he chinks it neceffary to inform the Inhabitants who propofe tor - 


remain in the City, that he has receited p fitive Orders from the Honorable’ Continental 
Congrefs, and from his Excellency General WASHINGTON, to fecure-and: protect. the 
City of Philadelphia againit all Invaderssand Enemies. ‘he General. will confider every 
Attempt to burn the City of Philadelplua as a Crime of the blackett Dye, and will, with- 
out Ceremony, punith capitelly any Incendiary who fhall have the Elardinefs and Cruelty 


to attenipe it. 


| A ae 
The General commands all abie bodied Men in the City of Philadelphia; who are not. 


 confcientioufly fcrupulous againft bearing Arms, and who have not been known hereto- 
- fore to entertain fuch Scruples, to appear in the Scate-k louie Yard Tomorrow Morning 


at ten o’Clock, with their Arms and Accoutrements. ‘This Order mult be complied 


— with; the General being refolutely determined that no Perion fhall remain in this City aa 
idle Speétator of the prelent Conteft, who has it in his Power to injure the American 


Gaufe, or who may refufe to lend his Aid to the Support of it, Perfons wader confci- 
entious Scruples, as before mentioned, only excepted, ; 


All Perions who have Arms and Accoutrements, which they cannot’.or do not mean, 
to eniploy in Defence uf America, are heteby ordered to deliver them to Mr. Roserr 


‘Towers, who will pay for.che fame. Thole who are convicted of fecreting any Arms - 


or Accoutrements will be feverely punifhed 


- 


ISRAEL PUTNAM, Major-General. 
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